Unit 1 Reading Guide; The Gilded Age

Name__________________________    STU #______________
CHAPTER 5; Section 1 (pages 200–213);
 
 Cultures Clash on the Prairie

1. Define GREAT PLAINS:

2. Why did thousands of whites migrate to Colorado in the late 1850s?

3. What act of Congress, passed in 1887, was an attempt to “Americanize” Native Americans?

4. Who killed Sitting Bull?

5. What massacre brought the Indian wars to an end?

6. What product was delivered to market as a result of the “long drive?”

7. What invention helped lead to the end of the open range method of beef production?

8. Contrast the cultures of Native Americans and white settlers and explain why white settlers moved West.

9. Identify restrictions imposed by the government on Native Americans and describe the consequences.

10. Identify the government’s policy of assimilation as well as continuing conflicts between Native Americans and settlers.

11. Trace the development of the cattle industry.

12. Describe both the myth and the reality of the American cowboy and explain the end of the open range.

CHAPTER 5 Section 2 (pages 214–218);

Settling on the Great Plains

13. What two railroad companies built the first transcontinental railroad?

14. When and where was the first transcontinental railroad completed?

15. Define EXODUSTERS:

16. Why is Oklahoma known as the “Sooner State?”

17. Why did many settlers in the Great Plains make their houses from sod?

18. What was a “bonanza farm?” 

19. Explain the rapid settlement of the Great Plains due to homesteading.

20. Describe how early settlers survived on the plains and transformed them into profitable farm land.

CHAPTER 5 Section 3 pages (219–225); 

Farmers and the Populist Movement

21. Why were farmers hurt by the government’s withdrawal of greenbacks from circulation?

22. The Grange, originally established as a social organization, spent most of its time and effort fighting:

23. The Populist Party was created to fight for the needs of which group of Americans?

24. Which major national political party eventually absorbed the ideas of the Populist Party?

25. Which political party called for “bi-metallism” in the presidential election of 1896?

26. Who made the “Cross of Gold” speech?

27. Identify the problems farmers faced and their cooperative efforts to solve them.

28. Explain the rise and fall of the Populist Party.

