Unit 1 Reading Guide; The Gilded Age

Name__________________________    STU #______________
CHAPTER 6; Section 1 (pages 228–235);
 
 The Expansion of Industry
1. What three factors enabled the United States to become the world’s leading industrial power by the 1920s? 

2. What invention caused gasoline to go from a byproduct of oil refining to the main product refined from oil? 

3. What process was used to remove carbon from molten iron which produces steel? 

4. In what city was the first steel frame skyscraper built? 

5. Who invented the incandescent light bulb and a system of reliably delivering electricity?

6. What was Alexander Graham Bell’s contribution to mankind in the 1870s?

7. Explain how the abundance of natural resources, new recovery and refining methods, and new uses for them led to intensive industrialization.

8. Identify inventions that changed the way people lived and worked.

CHAPTER 6 Section 2 (pages 236–240);

The Age of the Railroads
9. What immigrant group was primarily responsible for the construction of the Central Pacific Railroad line?

10. What caused the creation of standard time zones in the USA (Eastern, Central, Mountain and Pacific)? 

11. What (or who) was a “magnate?” 

12. The Credit Mobilier scandal involved the corrupt construction of what? 

13. The Interstate Commerce Commission was created in 1887 in order to regulate: 

14. As a result of the Panic of 1893, how many Americans lost their jobs by 1895? 
15. Identify the role of the railroads in unifying the country.

16. List positive and negative effects of railroads on the nation’s economy.

17. Summarize reasons for and outcomes of the demand for railroad reform.

CHAPTER 6 Section 3 pages (241–250); 

Big Business and Labor
18. What was Andrew Carnegie’s claim to fame? 

19. What is the difference between vertical and horizontal integration? 

20. Define LAISSEZ FAIRE: 

21. According to Social Darwinism, poor people must be:

22. Define MONOPOLY:

23. Who created the oil trust, gaining control of America’s oil industry?

24. Define CAPITAL: 

25. Who was the first leader of the American Federation of Labor?

26. What economic and political system is based on government control of business and property and the equal distribution of wealth?

27. In what way were the Haymarket Affair and the Homestead Strike similar?

28. What act of Congress, created to prevent the establishment of industrial trusts, was used by business owners to stop union activities such as strikes (claiming a strike interfered with interstate trade)? 

29. Identify management and business strategies that contributed to the success of business tycoons such as Andrew Carnegie.

30. Explain Social Darwinism and its effects on society.

31. Summarize the emergence and growth of unions.

32. Explain the violent reactions of industry and government to union strikes.
