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The Outbreak of World War I

I.  The Outbreak of World War I

A.  The outbreak of WWI in 1914 was a test for America’s new foreign policy
1.  The USA was an ___________________ power after the __________________-American War
2.  The U.S. built the _____________________, used the Roosevelt Corollary to control _______________________, & created the Open Door Policy in ____________
3.  But, the USA maintained a policy of ______________________ in European affairs

B.  What caused World War I?

1.  Militarism: By the 20th century, European powers began to glorify ________ as a means to accomplish their goals; Britain, France, Germany developed modern __________ & navies, leading to an _________________ in Europe
2.  Alliances: Increasing __________________ led nations to form powerful alliances in case of war
a.  Germany, Austria-Hungary, & Italy made up the __________________________
b.  ____________, _______________, & Russia made up the Triple Entente
3.  Imperialism: As European nations gained imperial colonies, _______________________ led to _______________
4.  Nationalism: Feelings of nationalism led strong countries to want to gain more ___________________ & led many weaker nations to want to re-define their ______________________
a.  Nationalism was strong in the _______________, where _______________ hoped to unite with Austrian Slavs

b.  In 1914, Serbian terrorists ____________________ Austrian Archduke _______________________________
C.  The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand sparked World War I

D.  Pre-war alliances became the Allied & Central Powers; Fighting took place on the Western & Eastern Fronts

E.  The Great War quickly became the first “_______________________”

II.  American Neutrality &
A.  When World War I began in 1914, President ________________________________ declared U.S. neutrality
B.  But by 1917,   the USA entered WWI as an Allied Power… WHY?
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	Why did the USA enter WWI?


1.  German _________________________________________________ violated U.S. _________________________
2.  Germany’s ___________________________________ offered to return the _______________________________ if Mexico invaded the USA
3.  President Wilson hoped to stop the Central Powers & make the world “__________________________________”
C.  The USA ___________________________ in April 1917
Why Did the United States Enter World War I?
1. Because the U.S. was under attack despite its neutrality? 
The present German submarine warfare against commerce is a warfare against all mankind....Our motive will not be revenge or the victorious assertion of the physical might of the nation, but only the vindication of right, of human right, of which we are only a single champion....Armed neutrality, it now appears, is impracticable. 

—President Woodrow Wilson's War Message (April 1917) 

2. To make the world “safe for democracy”? 
Our object...is to vindicate the principles of peace and justice in the life of the world as against selfish and autocratic power.... We are glad...to fight...for the ultimate peace of the world and for the liberation of its peoples, the German peoples included: for the right of nations great and small and the privilege of men everywhere to choose their way of life and of obedience. The world must be made safe for democracy.... 

—President Woodrow Wilson's War Message (April 1917) 

3. Because we would have faced economic collapse if the Allies could not pay back all the loans made to them by American bankers? 
…We have loaned many hundreds of millions of dollars to the Allies in this controversy. While such action was legal and countenanced by international law, there is no doubt in my mind but the enormous amount of money loaned to the Allies in this country has been instrumental in bringing about a public sentiment in favor of our country taking a course that would make every bond worth a hundred cents on the dollar and making the payment of every debt certain and sure. 

—Senator George W. Norris in Opposition to President Woodrow Wilson’s War Message (April 4, 1917) 

By 1917, American loans to the Allies had soared to $2.25 billion; loans to Germany stood at a paltry $27 million. 

—The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History 

4. Because it was good for business? 
To what extent was America's war a war for business? Did Woodrow Wilson lead America into war in order to serve the selfish interests of the few? The answer is determined by looking into the essential facts. In the first place, Wall Street wanted war. American participation in the war against Germany would constitute the most tremendous and profitable coup in the history of American finance… The war created 21,000 new American millionaires and during the war period, 69,000 men made more than three billion dollars over and above their normal income… It would have been quite impossible for President Wilson to have begun a war really intended to ‘make the world safe for democracy’ without facing the united opposition of Wall Street. 

—John Kenneth Turner, Shall It Be Again? 1922 

5. Because of cultural, historical, and economic ties to Great Britain? 
The failure to treat the belligerent nations of Europe alike, the failure to reject the unlawful war zones of both Germany and Great Britain is wholly accountable for our present dilemma. 

—Senator Robert M. LaFollette in Opposition to President Woodrow Wilson’s War Message   (April 4, 1917)
6. Because of anti-German sentiment influenced by historic ties to England, German policies, and American and British propaganda? 
…a large number of the great newspapers and news agencies of the country have been controlled and enlisted in the greatest propaganda that the world has ever known to manufacture sentiment in favor of war. 

—Senator George W. Norris in Opposition to President Woodrow Wilson’s War Message  (April 4, 1917) 

7. The result of the expansion of the U.S.’s armed forces and weaponry? 
That which has driven the masses of Europe into the trenches and to the battlefields is not their inner longing for war; it must be traced to the cutthroat competition for military equipment, for more efficient armies, for larger warships, for more powerful cannon. You cannot build up a standing army and then throw it back into a box like tin soldiers. 

—Emma Goldman, from "Preparedness: The Road to Universal Slaughter"






