PUSH  (Unit 6, # 5) 



Name  ____________________________
Date   ______________Stu# ______

Fighting World War II:  The Pacific Theater
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Fighting the War in the Pacific, 1942

1. In the months following Pearl Harbor, Japan captured the U.S. outposts of Guam and ________________________ and the British colonies of Hong Kong and Singapore. In the _______________________________ Islands, Supreme Allied Commander in the Pacific, Douglas MacArthur was order to flee from a Japanese invasion. 
2. American spirits were lifted in April 1942. Colonel James Doolittle led a successful _____________________________ on Tokyo in a move designed to strike _________________ in very heart of the Japanese. 

3. Six months after Pearl Harbor, the Battle of ______________________ was a major turning point in the war with Japan. 

· Discussion Question:  Why do you think America’s air force was more important fighting in the Pacific than in Europe?  
Fighting the War in the Pacific, 1943-1944

4. General MacArthur devised the strategy of _________________________________ to fight the Japanese in the Pacific. The U.S. would island hop past Japan’s heavily defended islands and seize the more easily defeated outposts. There, the United States could build landing strips and employ ________________________________ to cut Japan’s supply lines. 
5. After the crushing defeat (at Leyte Gulf), the desperate Japanese began using the “___________________________”—kamikaze attacks. But, the “Divine Wind” failed to stop the Allied advance on Japan. 

6. Why did the U.S. need to capture the heavily fortified islands of Iwo Jima and Okinawa? 
· Discussion Question:  How do you stop an enemy that refuses to surrender and uses suicide attacks? 
Critical Thinking Decision A:  ____________

A.  Based on scientific research, FDR created the ________________________, the code name for developing an _______________________________:
1.  Robert ______________________________ was put in charge of developing the bomb
2.  From 1942-1945, a number of ___________________________ across the country developed & built the bomb
3.  In July 1945, the bomb was successfully tested at __________________________________, New Mexico during Project _____________________
Critical Thinking Decision B:  ____________

B.  Truman issued the _________________________________ to Japan: surrender or face prompt & utter destruction
1.  When Japan refused to surrender Truman ordered the bombing of _____________________ on August 6, 1945 
2.  After 3 days, the Japanese gov’t ________________________________ to the bombing 
3.  The U.S. dropped a 2nd atomic bomb in the city of __________________________
Winning the War in the Pacific & the End of World War II, 1945

7. As the U.S. marched across the sea towards Japan, daily raids by American B-29 _______________ were destroying Japanese cities and killing thousands of civilians. For Japan, defeat was inevitable, but the island nation ___________________________________
8. Shortly after becoming president in 1945, Harry Truman learned of the _______________________ Project—the codename for the best-kept secret of World War II—a _________________ weapon powerful enough to destroy an entire city. 

9. At 2:45 am on August 6, 1945, the Enola Gay headed out over the Pacific toward the Japanese ___________________________ of Hiroshima. The city of Hiroshima was annihilated. 

10. When Japan failed to respond, a second _____________________________ was dropped on Nagasaki, leveling half of the city and killing more than ______________. By the end of the year, the death toll reached more than _________________. 

11. On September 2, 1945, Japan formally _______________________. The war was finally over. 

· Discussion Question:  By 1944, the U.S. was firebombing Japanese cities. Why couldn’t the U.S. continue firebombing  rather than the atomic bomb? 
Critical Thinking Decision C:  ____________

C.   Effect of the atomic bomb:
1.  Saved hundreds of thousands of lives because it prevented a U.S. _________________________________ of Japan

2.  Revenge for ______________________________ 
3.  Showed the USSR that the USA had the _____________________________ (began the Cold War nuclear arms race)
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